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At the end of 2017, President Tommy E. Remengesau Jr. called 
upon his cabinet ministers to present three priorities to focus 
on for the remainder of his administration, a means to 
optimize our resources to accomplish priority goals that 
deliver long-lasting and substantial positive impacts that focus 
benefits throughout our communities. This directive led to the 
identification of our ministry’s three priorities, which are: 

1. Biodiversity Conservation  
• Development of our Palau National Marine Sanctuary  
• Establishing terrestrial monitoring protocols for our Protected Areas Network  
• Continuing the work of eradicating invasive weeds and developing regulations under our 
Biosecurity Act  
 • Developing a framework for Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable 
Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization    

2.  Food/Water Security (Agriculture and Aquaculture Programs)  
• Continue to promote and enhance agriculture and aquaculture programs, linking to the 
loan program through the National Development Bank of Palau (NDBP)  
• Ensure smooth implementation of the livestock program, especially the national 
slaughterhouse  
• Continue to develop fishing opportunities for local fishermen through FAD programs and 
others  
• Regularly assess our watersheds, scaling up integrated water resource management  

 3.  Tourism Policy  
• Implement our Responsible Tourism Policy Framework  
• Develop and promulgate regulations for an eco-tourism program, linking to carrying 
capacity assessments  

As we venture into the year 2018, I am pleased to let you know that we have embarked on a 
new initiative to present to you our ministry's Monthly Updates, where we will continue to 
share the work we are doing and where we are in implementing our three priority goals. We 
hope you find these updates informative and we especially wish you a wonderful and 
prosperous NEW YEAR!   

Message from the Minister 



F E A T U R E D  P R O J E C T

The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits Arising from their Utilization (ABS) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is an 
international agreement which aims at sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of 
genetic resources in a fair and equitable way. The Nagoya Protocol on ABS was adopted by 
the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity at its tenth meeting 
on October 29th 2010 in Nagoya, Japan. Palau signed the Protocol on September 20th, 
2011 but did not ratify it. This is important because a signature by itself does not establish 
consent to be bound, hence the further act of ratification. 

What does 'access to genetic resources in exchange for the fair and equitable sharing of 
benefits derived from their utilization' ultimately mean? The ratification and 
implementation of the Nagoya Protocol ensures the protection of Palau’s resource owners, 
including holders of traditional knowledge. For example, if a certain species of coral is 
found to contain an anti-cancer agent, the State where this resource was identified should 
rightfully benefit.  

A draft ABS framework has been developed with the assistance of the ABS Capacity 
Development Initiative, the Australian Government and the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Regional Environment Programme, in collaboration with the Palau International Coral Reef 
Center, Bureau of Cultural and Historical Preservation, Office of Environmental Response 
& Coordination, Palau Community College, Koror State Government and representatives 
of the national congress.  

In November 2017, Delegate Sebastian Marino, who chairs the House Committee on 
Maritime, Climate Change & Protected Areas, introduced the bill titled, “To create a 
national framework for access and benefit sharing of genetic resources within the Republic 
of Palau”. The passing of this bill would enable us to put the institutional procedures and 
mechanisms in place to ratify and implement the Nagoya Protocol on ABS and, more 
importantly, enable us to sustainably benefit from our natural resources. 

Palau’s rich natural resources have 
attracted the interest of many research 
and bio-prospecting institutions. This is 
a lucrative arena where pharmaceutical 
and cosmetic companies are in a race to 
find the next anti-cancer drug or 
rejuvenating substance. Significant 
resources are also being poured into 
bio-prospecting work for the purpose of 
seed and crop protection, botanicals 
and horticulture. 

The marine sponge 
Stylissa massa, found 

throughout Palau, from 

which the antifungal 

and antimicrobial 

compound Palau'amine 

was isolated. 
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V I L O R I A  ' V I C K Y '  R I U N G E L  

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  O F F I C E R ,  B U R E A U  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E

Viloria 'Vicky' Riungel started her government career in 2000 as an Administrative 
Officer for the Bureau of Public Works. She served with the then Director, and current 

Delegate, Mr. Masasinge Arurang and the late Minister Fritz Koshiba.  She moved to 
the Bureau of Agriculture from 2000-2003 and then to the newly created Protected 
Areas Network (PAN) Program where she worked alongside the first PAN Program 

Manager, and now Delegate, Mr. Sebastian Marino. Vicky stayed with the PAN Office 
until 2012, when she was called upon to serve at the new Bureau of Tourism. 

Currently, Vicky is back with the Bureau of Agriculture and is based at the MNRET 
Ngerulmud Office. 

Vicky’s passion is baseball and she is known to many as a tenacious fast pitch athlete 
who has represented Palau in many local and regional competitions. She has competed 
in the Mini South Pacific Games in 2005, the Micronesian Games in Saipan in 2007, the 

South Pacific Games in Samoa in 2008, and the Micronesian Games in 2010. 

When asked to draw comparisons between baseball and her work here at MNRET, she 
responds immediately and with much resolve.  “First and foremost, you need to stay fit 

and maintain your health.  Second, teamwork!  Everyone needs to pull their own 
weight.  And lastly, good communication is the only way to get collective action.” These 

are the same messages she gives to her team these days as she has transitioned to 
coaching. 

Vicky is married to Francis Obak James of MPIIC. She has a daughter and a 12-year old 
grandson who live in Houston, Texas. She hopes to visit them more often when she 

retires in 2020.  



J A N U A R Y  T I D B I T S  F R O M  O U R  B U R E A U S

C O N T I N U E D  N E X T  P A G E

Bureau of Agriculture (BOA) 

Palau National Slaughterhouse & Animal Production Project 
(APP) 

The Palau National Slaughter House is operational! The 
Animal Production Project (APP) under BOA, partnered 
with the Embassy of Republic of China (Taiwan), is part of a 
mission to enhance Palau’s food security with locally 
produced and hygienically processed pork. Through this 
project, four young local individuals flew to Taiwan to train 
and work in this newly built facility. 

Before the grand opening on February 9, 2018, the APP 
launched a limited-time promotion inviting all hotels and 
restaurants in Palau to sample its product. Samples of the 
locally grown pork are also sold at Erengul Park every 
Thursday for a limited time.  

Bureau of Marine Resources (BMR) 

Giant Clam Mariculture Project, Palau National Aquaculture Center and BMR Annual Report 

The Palau Mariculture Demonstration Center (PMDC), the world's oldest and largest 
giant clam hatchery, is being rebuilt. Construction on the new building commenced in 
November and is expected to conclude in July 2018.  

The Division of Fisheries Development and 
Aquaculture has hit the ground running in January: 
the giant clam mariculture team constructed four 
new giant clam farms and planted clam seedlings in 
three farms, and the Palau National Aquaculture 
Center (PNAC), whose outdoor facility is currently 
undergoing repair funded by Taiwan, delivered 
1,500 rabbitfish fries for aquaculture farming.   

Staff in the other divisions at BMR have also been 
busy, putting together contributions for the 
Bureau's first Annual Report in 23 years. 
With an anticipated publication date in April 2018, 
the Report will cover a range of topics including an 
overview of the Bureau's structure and role, as well 
as project outcomes and updates from each 
division.  



Bureau of Tourism (BOT) 

Green Fins & Responsible Tourism Framework 

The Green Fins project was completed at the end 
of December 2017. It aims to build greater 
awareness of and adoption of Responsible Tourism 
principles and behavior in the industry and the 
community to ensure the health of Palau’s 
environment and economy. Specifically, it is a 
comprehensive approach that encourages dive 
centers and snorkel operators, local communities 
and governments to work together to reduce their 
environmental impacts. This is primarily done 
through the adoption of a Code of Conduct that 
will help mitigate impacts when carrying out 
marine tourism activities.  

Protected Areas Network Office (PANO)  

Ngardok Nature Reserve 

Ngardok Nature Reserve is Palau's oldest PAN site, established in 1997. Under Melekeok 
State's revised management plan, the Reserve now includes the marine protected area 
Ngermedellim, which became a PAN site in 2015. On January 23, 2018 during an Annual 
PAN State Forum in Melekeok, Minister Umiich Sengebau recognized Melekeok for its 
past efforts and its leadership in conservation in the presence of Governor Henaro Polloi, 
Legislative Speaker Silverius Tellei, traditional leaders of Melekeok and Ngardok Nature 
Reserve staff. Mr. Regis Emesiochel, the PAN Funds General Manager, reported that in 
the span of seven years from 2012 – 2018, PAN Funds has disbursed a total of $745,870 
to Melekeok State Government for the management of Ngardok Nature Reserve. This 
does not include the first $50,000 that was disbursed in 2008 upon the reserve’s initiation 
into PAN, and the 25% of management budget awarded in 2011 before the PAN Fund 
Board was established. The Ngardok Nature Reserve Coordinator, Mr. Omar Faustino also 
gave a brief progress report on the reserve’s management highlighting the reserve’s 
development with a visitor’s center, nursery, eco-trail, etc., the revision of their 
management plan and research projects in partnership with the US Forest Service. 

J A N U A R Y  T I D B I T S  C O N T I N U E D

The Code of Conduct is a central part of efforts to increase public awareness and 
management practices that will benefits the conservation of coral reefs and reduce 
unsustainable tourism practices. 
For this project, Bureau of Tourism was in partnership with Palau Conservation Society, 
Koror State Government and Belau Tourism Association.  Pilot States were Peleliu State, 
Ngardmau State and Ngarchelong State. 


